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Winter-2010
Dear Federated Friends,

I seemed to have blinked my eyes and now it’s February.  Yes, our household managed to pull off the wedding of our daughter, survived living with 4 cats and a live Christmas tree with only a few broken ornaments.  However, I’m reasonably sure most of the outside plants did not survive our extended freeze.  So now, after a blink, we find ourselves in Festivals season!  Please be kind to any teachers in your local clubs during the next several weeks as they prepare their students for judging.  Try not to stare at the sudden facial tic or the clenched jaw.  These will go away after March 15th.


FEBRUARY
Festivals: by Kay Hawthorne, Festivals Records Chairman

Many of you are in the midst of Festival preparations. If you are a Festival Chairman, please get your reports in to me as soon as possible after your festival is completed.  I will check them just as soon as I can so that your certificates and cups can be ordered in a timely fashion.

Remember that Mary Lou Von Brock is the new Materials Chairman and Mary-Lynn Sachse is the new Gold Cup Chairman this year.  They should each receive a report from you.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at bkhaw@cox.net or at 225-387-0239
MARCH

NFMC COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS: by Melanie Perez, Competition/Awards Division 
WOW!  Did you know that NFMC offers more than three quarters of a million dollars in competitions?



FOR PERFORMERS:  For those ready for a professional concert career, the prestigious Biennial Young Artist and Ellis Duo-Pianists competitions award a total of $50,000 in awards and two years of performance bookings.


FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS:  The Student/Collegiate Auditions are $1,200 in 13 categories, as well as 27 additional performance awards up to $2,500.  In addition to six Composition awards for $1,100 each, there are awards up to $5,000 for Sacred Music, Conducting, Piano Pedagogy, Accompanying, Music Education and Music Therapy.


FOR JUNIORS:  NFMC offers an abundance of awards up to $2,500 for our Junior members, including awards in Piano, Composition, Voice, Instrumental, Ballet, Theater Dance, Poetry and Essay, together with the prestigious Stillman-Kelley Award for talented instrumentalists.


FOR VETERANS:  NFMC has four awards up to $2,000 for our United States Armed Forces musicians.


FOR ADULTS/SENIORS:  The NFMC also presents numerous awards to its adult members, US!  These awards are up to $4,000 and are given in the following categories: Composition, Handbells, Instrumental, Operatic Voice, Chamber Music, Conducting, and for the Independent Piano Teacher, as well as for the Visually Impaired and Disabled.


SUMMER MUSIC CENTERS:  I would be remiss if I didn’t mention these important and plentiful awards, since I am the NFMC chairman!  NFMC provides 36 awards to students attending Summer Music Centers across the United States every year.  These awards are up to $1,950 in the following categories: Strings, Band and Orchestral Instruments, Piano, Voice, Guitar, Opera, Art, Dance, Drama, Jazz, Composition and Theory.  
There just may be an NFMC award for you, your students, your former students, or your Federation colleagues.  Please visit the NFMC Competitions and Awards Chart on the NFMC website for all the details.  Louisiana is filled with talented musicians; let’s find and reward them!  

Link to the NFMC Competitions and Awards Chart:
http://www.nfmc-music.org/Documents/Comp%20&%20Awards/CA-20-1.pdf
LFMC COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS: by Joy Harvey, Junior Division 
It is time to remind everyone of the approaching deadlines for several of our LFMC awards.  There have been some necessary changes in the LFMC awards for the 2010 award year because of the downturn in the economy.   The details below reflect these changes.
The Past Presidents State College Award  -- There will be up to 3 statewide awards in the amount of $500 EACH.  The applicants must be graduating high school seniors, majoring or minoring in music.  The deadline for the application with accompanying DVD/VHS is March 1, 2010.
The Mildred Bevill State Piano Award -- This is a $500 award given to a graduating high school senior majoring in piano.  The deadline for the application with accompanying DVD/VHS is March 1, 2010.
The Junior Summer Enrichment Award – The amount of this award can be up to $100 per junior in grades 6 – 10 for study at a summer music camp.  The deadline for the application is May 15, 2010.  These are approved on a first come, first served basis.
Please check the LFMC website for detailed information on these awards and the specific requirements for each award.  To be sure that you have the most updated version, please download the applications from our website at www.lfmc-music.org. 

Please contact Joy Harvey at joyharve@bellsouth.net with any questions regarding the 2010 awards.

APRIL

Just a couple of weeks after Festivals season is over, we’ll come together for our Spring Convention.  The next several months will be very busy for your Board members, Division Chairmen, and Committee Chairman.
LFMC SPRING CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS: by Dottie Smith, Convention Chairman
Baton Rouge is hosting the LFMC state convention April 9-10, 2010.  The theme of the convention is “Looking Forward with Musical Celebration”. 

The Official Call for the convention will be mid-February. Some arrangements are still in the process of being finalized but the tentative schedule is as follows:


Friday, April 9, 2010

12:00 p.m.

Continuing Registration in the lobby of the Cook Hotel (LSU)

1:00 p.m. 

Finance/Awards  committee meeting - Cook Hotel 

3:30p.m.

Board of Directors meeting- Cook Hotel

6:30 p.m.

Dinner at the home of Kay Hawthorne


Saturday, April 10, 2010

8:00 a.m.

Registration continues- Cook Hotel

8:30 a.m.

Refreshments

9:00 a.m.

General Assembly Meeting at the Opera Theater, LSU 



Music and Dramatic Arts Building

11:00 a.m.

Memorial Service
11:15 a.m.

Tour of LSU Music School

12:15 noon

Lunch at the Cook Hotel, speaker: Beth McAuley, NFMC

Vice President of the Southeastern Region, Installation of Officers
2:00 p.m.

Junior Festival in the Claude Shaver Theater, LSU MDA 



Building

LSU College of Music & Dramatic Arts, after nearly five years of work and restoration, have celebrated the completion of the $22 million renovation of the Music & Dramatic Arts Building. The ribbon cutting ceremony was Sept. 20, 2009.  Alumni of the school have been thrilled to see the beauty of the art deco building completely restored and the new educational capabilities that have been greatly enhanced.  

The Convention hotel is The Cook Hotel located on the campus of LSU. The rooms feature plush Sealy beds, luxurious triple sheeting, duvet comforters, feather pillows, high definition televisions and more.  There are several opportunities for recreation and fun, with the on-site fitness center, the scenic lakeside jogging path, and the Shaquille O'Neal Pool and Spa.
Adjacent to the hotel is the Lod Cook Alumni Center. The award winning Italian Renaissance architecture, outstanding staff and superb catering have all contributed to its reputation as one of Louisiana's most sought-after locations for conferences, and social events.

Please notice our convention schedule has been reduced to a 2 day format to encourage greater attendance. Bringing the National and State organization to the students, parents, and local teachers helps them to envision all the opportunities afforded by Federation.  LFMC will continue its rotating schedule of conventions.   Spring of 2011, convention will be in the Southeast regional area; 2012 everyone is invited to the Northeastern Regional Area
Convention Assessment Fee:  Bouquets of spring flowers to those clubs who paid their Convention Assessment Fee with their Senior Club dues. Of our 19 Senior Clubs, 16 have paid their assessment.  If your club is one of the 3 who didn’t, LFMC eagerly awaits your contribution to enable the functioning of the state organization!
MAY
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NATIONAL MUSIC WEEK:  presented by Ellen Bordelon, Arts Division chairman
Each May, the second full week of the month is designated as National Music Week, running from Sunday to Sunday.  Each year has a new title, with 2010 being “Music…A Key to the Future”.  This theme is used for the various activities occurring during the week.  Any person or group may participate or sponsor an activity.  Music clubs are especially encouraged to show their support of music through performance, publicity, and other opportunities.

The essay contest, sponsored by NFMC, encourages students to submit entries using the stated title.  Essays are due Feb. 1, and state winners receive cash prizes.  Because this is a national event, it makes for a wonderful opportunity to celebrate music with friends, family, and community.  Please consider this an invitation to take part in this great event.

The picture at the right is the winning entry of the Metairie Music Club 
National Music Week bookmark contest.  Artist is Duvy Salvant, 14yr.old, and a student of Jill Adoue.  These bookmarks will be given out to all participating in Festivals and will also be placed in several of our local libraries during NMW.  For additional information visit MMC’s web site:  www.metairiemusicclub.org


JUNE

Wow!  This month looks open for time with the grandkids.
       JULY




LFMC HOSTS SOUTHEASTERN REGION FEDERATION WEEKEND AT BREVARD MUSIC CENTER:  presented by Kay Hawthorne
Please mark your calendars NOW for July 9-10.  This is Federation weekend at Brevard, and LFMC will be hosting the weekend this year.

The event begins with registration on Friday afternoon, followed by a concert which features one of the NFMC Young Artists.  There will be a reception after the concert (hosted by LFMC).  On Saturday there will be a luncheon and a short business meeting, but you will have some free time to wander around and see the students as they practice and perform.  On Saturday night we will have the banquet, followed by a performance by the Janiec Opera Company and the Brevard Festival Orchestra.  You may know that Keith Lockhart is now the Artistic Advisor and Principal Conductor at Brevard, so the quality of the music we will hear is outstanding.

We will be using a Mardi Gras theme, so anything you can collect for decorations will be appreciated.  We will have more information later in the spring, but the important thing is that we need many of you to attend.  If you have never been to Brevard, you are in for a wonderful experience; if you have been there before, please spread the word.  We want Louisiana to be well represented this year.

UPCOMING   DEADLINES:

1.  March 1st.-Applications for Mildred Bevill and PPSCA

2.  April 1st.-  Registration for LFMC Spring Convention


3.  May 1st.-   Senior Club Rating and Evaluation Report to Membership and Education Division 



Chairman- Iris Villarubbia


          Past Presidents Assembly Report 

4.  May 15th.  Opera Report to Ken Nelson, Opera Chairman



          JSEA applications to Jill Adoue, Chairman


5.  July 9-10   LFMC Brevard Weekend


6.  July 15th.  Applications for James E. Hudson Award in Piano Pedagogy

7.  Aug. 3-8  NFMC Fall Session in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Second Notice
1. Job listing: 
 Position:  LFMC Vice-President

Qualifications:  Experience with and commitment to the Federation.  Willingness to serve on the State level.  Must be computer literate and willing to learn various aspects of LFMC business. 

Requirements:  Commitment to progress to office of President over next 5 to 7 year period.  Attend at least 2 out of town meetings per year, with the possibility of 2 or 3 additional called meetings of Executive Committee, usually held in Baton Rouge.
It’s time for a little serious discussion (translation: “nagging”).  Please do not assume there will always be Federation activities offered in Louisiana.  The state level organization is necessary to provide a connection between the local club and the national organization.  People willing to sacrifice their time, energy and talents are needed on all three levels.  Federation is not, nor has it ever been, just Festivals.
2.  Any website or email address may be accessed from this email by placing your cursor on the address and using the Control + click, then follow the link.
SPECIAL REQUESTS

LFMC needs to have a better idea of what is happening in our local clubs.  The best method of obtaining this info is for our clubs to fill out the Club Rating and Evaluation report.  These forms  with instructions will be sent out later in the spring.  Please help us by filling out this simple form and returning it to our Membership  Chairman.



ELECTRONIC AGE:

LFMC must begin to make better use of computer technology.  We NEED everyone’s email address.  By making better use of the computer for communicating, we can hold our operating expenses down.  Please make every effort to insure LFMC has your current email address.




WEBSITE:

The best way LFMC has to communicate with our members is our web site: www.lfmc-music.org  Plan to visit this site periodically throughout the year.  All deadlines, all applications, all forms necessary for Federation Festivals can be found on this site.  You may also send an email to LFMC officers and chairmen from this site.  Stay informed, stay connected.
Well, I’m heading out to go shopping for “black and gold shirts” for the grandkids.  I have the adult kids shirts, but seem to be running into problems finding the smaller sizes, 6 and 2T.  I think they are planning on wearing them to church Superbowl Sunday, and they live in Maryland.  I’m not sure I’ll be able to watch the game.  I couldn’t stay in the room during the end of the 4th quarter with the Vikings.
I wish that I could harness some of the energy, passion, anticipation, and excitement we’re experiencing over the Saints Football success and infuse it into our Federation.  We have so much to offer to everyone that we should be just as excited and passionate!
Sincerely,
Irene Vile




Who Dat?!!!!


ENVISIONING POSSIBILITIES




EXECUTING PROCEDURES





ENCOURAGING PARTICIPATION
